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Poll: Voters trust governor over teachers union

Posted by Cara Matthews 

February 16, 2012 • 6:00 am

In a Quinnipiac University poll released today — deadline day for a state Education Department and New York State United Teachers to agree on teacher evaluations — voters said by a margin of 50 percent to 38 percent they trust Gov. Andrew Cuomo “to protect the interests of New York State public school students.” The margin is similar — 51 percent to 38 percent — among voters with school-age children, and it is 47 percent to 42 percent among those in union households.

On Jan. 17, Cuomo said he would give the Education Department and union 30 days to resolve their differences, or he would impose his own solution. NYSUT sued the state over some of the regulations for the teacher and principal evaluations and largely won in state Supreme Court. The state appealed the ruling, and a decision has not been handed down yet.

A 2010 law designed to help New York win federal Race to the Top funding called for more rigorous teacher evaluations that would include student growth as one of the measures of teacher effectiveness. How much they should count is one of the primary areas of disagreement.

Cuomo has called the 2010 law a failure. Roughly 250 of the state’s 700 school districts have adopted agreements on evaluation systems.

“Consider me the lobbyist for the students,’ Gov. Andrew Cuomo said last month, and New Yorkers believe him.  They trust him more than the teachers’ union to look out for the kids and they support by margins of 2-1 up to 9-1 proposals to reform the schools,” Maurice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute, said in a statement.

Other findings from the poll:

– Voters gave Cuomo a 45 percent to 42 percent approval rating for how he’s handling education, but they support his reform proposals.

– By a margin of 67 percent to 26 percent among all voters and 58 percent to 34 percent in union households, they support making it easier to fire teachers. Voters said teacher layoffs should be based on performance and not seniority by a margin of 87 percent to 9 percent.

– Voters have a positive opinion of their public school teachers, with a margin of 49 percent to 23 percent, but voters believe 50 percent to 37 percent that the teachers’ union plays a negative role in improving the state education system.

The poll of 1,233 voters from Feb. 8-13 also found that voters believe 54 percent to 34 percent that banning the use of public school buildings for church services is a bad idea, and voters appear to be “confused or disinterested” on the latest developments in redistricting. The margin of error is plus or minus 2.8 percentage points.
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